i8i                KILLING THE DIVINE ANIMAL             CHAP,

described as a sacred animal of the Aino, nor yet as a
totem ; for they do not call themselves bears, and they kill
and eat the animal freely. However, they have a legend oi
a woman who had a son by a bear ; and many of them who
dwell in the mountains pride themselves on being descended
from a bear. Such people are called " Descendants of the
bear" (Kimun Kamui sanikiri\ and in the pride of their
heart they will say, " As for me, I am a child of the god of
the mountains ; I am descended from the divine one who
rules in the mountains," meaning by " the god of the
mountains" no other than the bear.1 It is therefore
possible that, as our principal authority, the Rev. J.
Batchelor, believes, the bear may have been the totem of
an Aino clan ; but even if that were so it would not
explain the respect shewn for the animal by the whole Aino
people.

Aino                 But it is the bear-festival of the Aino which concerns

catching^ us here. Towards the end of winter a bear cub is caught
bear cub, and brought into the village. If it is very small, it is suckled
by an Aino woman, but should there be no woman able to

years, and suckle it, the little animal is fed from the hand or the mouth.
a solemn If it cries loudly and long for its mother, as it is apt to do, its
festival. owner will take it to his bosom and let it sleep with him for
a few nights, thus dispelling its fears and sense of loneliness.
During the day it plays about in the hut with the children and
is treated with great affection. But when the cub grows big
enough to pain people by hugging or scratching them, he is
shut up in a strong wooden cage, where he stays generally
for two or three years, fed on fish and millet porridge, till
it is time for him to be killed and eaten.2 But "it is a
peculiarly striking fact that the young bear is not kept
merely to furnish a good meal ; rather he is regarded and

1 Rev. J. Batchelor, The Ainu and     und die Baerenfeste der Ainos," p. 45 ;

their Folk-lore, pp. 8-IO.    E. Reclus     Rev.   J.   Batchelor,   The  Ainu   and

(Nowelle G&graphu Universelle^ vii.      their Folk-lore,  pp.   483-485.      Mr.

755} mentions a  (Japanese?)  legend     Batchelor formerly doubted or denied

which  attributes  the hairiness of the     that the Aino women suckle the bear

Ainos to the suckling of their  first     cubs  (The Ainu of Japan^ p. 173);

ancestor by a bear.     But in the ab-     but since then he has repeatedly seen

sence of other evidence this is no proof     them  do   it     Once,   while he  was

oftotemism.                                            preaching,  a cub was  being  passed

round  among all  the  young women

* B.  Scheube, " Der  Baerencultus     present and suckled by each in turn.